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Words from the Director
Home for the summer

As summer approaches my grandchildren have counted down the days for the
final school bells to ring. It's a season they associate with vacations, fun, and a
break from routine. For the children in our foster care system, however, this
time of year can bring a mix of emotions: excitement for long days in the sun,
but also a deep yearning for something more—a sense of home.

For some of our youth, "summer" doesn’t just mean camps and cookouts. It
means longing. It means wondering if this might be the summer they return to
familiar faces, or if they’ll finally feel safe and settled somewhere they can call
their own.

At CASA of West CenLA, we know that permanency—whether through
reunification with family, adoption, or a stable, loving foster home—is the
cornerstone of healing and hope. Summer gives us an opportunity to renew
our commitment to these children, not just to keep them safe, but to help
them thrive.

This is also a time to acknowledge the foster families, social workers,
therapists, mentors, and advocates who make a difference daily. You are
helping create moments of joy and stability—whether that’s a trip to the park,
a shared meal, or a conversation that says, “I see you.”

To every child waiting and hoping this summer: you are not forgotten. Your
dreams matter, and your voice is heard. We see your resilience, your strength,
and you’re longing to belong.

Let’s continue working together as a community to ensure that summer is
more than a season—it’s a step toward the future every child deserves.

~Tommy



Words from the DirectorSupervisor Tips

CASA Supervisor  Tips  for  Volunteers

Communicate  with  the  Chi ld :
Establ ish a st rong rapport  wi th  the chi ld  and

expla in  the CASA ro le  c lear ly .

D iscuss the chi ld 's  fee l ings and preferences
regarding the case .

Ensure the chi ld  understands what  is  happening
and the ro le  the CASA plays .

Gather  Informat ion :
Review al l  re levant  documents  and records ,

inc luding case f i les ,  reports ,  and court  orders .

Interv iew the chi ld ,  fami ly  members ,  foster  parents ,
and other  profess ionals  involved in  the case .

Monitor  the chi ld 's  progress  in  school ,  therapy ,
and other  serv ices .

Keep the CASA's  Opt ima database updated with
the chi ld 's  in format ion ,  especia l ly  school  detai ls .

Communicate  with  Others :
Share informat ion wi th  the chi ld 's  fami ly  and

caregivers ,  ensur ing they are aware of  the chi ld 's
s i tuat ion .

Maintain  regular  communicat ion wi th  the
DCFS caseworker  and other  profess ionals .



Words from the Director

Ask to  see the chi ld 's  educat ional  port fo l io  to
gain a comprehensive understanding of  thei r

h istory  and needs .

Advocate  for  the  Chi ld 's  Best  Interests :
Attend court  hear ings and provide test imony
as needed,  advocat ing for  the chi ld 's  needs .

Advocate for  appropr iate  serv ices ,  inc luding
educat ion ,  therapy ,  and support .

Ensure that  the chi ld 's  needs are being met
and that  the case p lan is  being fo l lowed.

Maintain  Conf ident ial i ty :
Protect  the conf ident ia l i ty  of  a l l  in format ion

 re lated to  the case ,  inc luding the chi ld 's
pr ivate detai ls  and the court  proceedings .

Embrace Cont inued Learning :
Attend t ra in ing sess ions and workshops to  stay

up-to-date on chi ld  wel fare issues and
advocacy techniques .

Supervisor Tips

Beauregard
420 McMahon Street
DeRidder ,  LA 70634

337-462-4667 Phone
337-462-1554 Fax

Vernon
113  S .  3rd  Street

Leesvi l le ,  LA 71446
337-239-1970Phone

337-239-1960Fax



Pre-Service  Train ing
for  New Incoming Advocates

We begin t ra in ings in  the fo l lowing months :

January
March

May
September

O u r  N e x t  c l a s s  b e g i n s  i n  S e p t e m b e r  2 0 2 5

I f  you are interested in  volunteer ing ,  
p lease scan the QR code or  

v is i t  our  websi te  at  
www.casawestcenla .org

In-Service  Train ing
for  Current  Advocates

Our current  advocate t ra in ings are on the
3  Thursday of  the month .  r d

Our next  in-serv ice wi l l  be on :

June 26 ,  2025

Training



Did You Know?
CASA is  un ique .  I t  i s  the  only  program where
everyday c it izens  are  appointed by judges

to  speak up  for  a  ch i ld 's  safety  and wel l-be ing .

CASA volunteers  come from al l  walks  of  l i fe .
You do not  have to  be  a  lawyer  or  soc ial  worker

to  volunteer .  We welcome volunteers  from al l
cultures ,  profess ions ,  ethnic  and educat ional

backgrounds .  A  large number  of  our
volunteers  work  ful l  t ime.

Judges ,  attorneys ,  ch i ld  welfare  workers
and parents  overwhelmingly  report  that

volunteers  make a  d ifference with  the
chi ldren they serve.

casawestcenla .org
https ://www.facebook.com/CASAWestCenla



What’s Happening ‘Round Town
Beauregard Parish

Cl ick  the  p ictures  for  
more informat ion

Jonathanandjongideoncausey

https://www.facebook.com/CASAWestCenla
https://allevents.in/org/jonathanandjongideoncausey/24786167
https://calendar.boomte.ch/single/lA8U1uO4hU1tH9M6nO4fmu
https://www.warmemorialcc.com/events
https://beauregardwatermelonfestival.com/melon-growers-event


What’s Happening ‘Round Town
Vernon Parish

Cl ick  the  p ictures  for  
more informat ion

Jonathanandjongideoncausey

https://vernonparish.org/event/touch-a-truck/
https://vernonparish.org/event/above-below-exhibit/
https://leesvillela.gov/CivicAlerts.aspx?AID=161
https://anacocofbc.org/
https://allevents.in/org/jonathanandjongideoncausey/24786167


Fun Summer Activities
Outdoor  Adventures :

Camping :  Sett ing  up  a  tent  in  the
backyard or  v is i t ing  a  nearby campsite
can be  a  memorable  exper ience .

Hik ing :  En joy nature  tra i ls  and explore
the beauty of  the  surrounding area .

B ik ing :  Take a  b ike  r ide  to  a  local  park
or  ice  cream shop for  a  fun fami ly
out ing .

Beaches/Lakes :  Spend a  day swimming,
bui ld ing  sandcastles ,  or  p icn ick ing  by
the water .

Farmers  Markets :  Vis i t  a  local  farmers
market  for  fresh produce and a  fun
family  out ing .

F ish ing :  Try your  hand at  f ish ing  for  a
relax ing  and enjoyable  outdoor
act iv ity .

Nature  Scavenger  Hunt :  Strengthen
your  ch i ld 's  observat ional  sk i l ls  by
going on an outdoor  scavenger  hunt .



Fun Summer Activities
Indoor  Act iv it ies :

Chi ldren's  Museum:  Vis it  a  local
ch i ldren's  museum for  interact ive
exhib its  and educat ional  fun .

Summer Camps:  Cons ider  sending your
chi ldren to  a  summer camp for  a
var iety  of  act iv it ies  and learning
opportunit ies .

Family  Movie  Night :  Create  a  cozy and
fun movie  marathon at  home.

L ibrary :  Vis i t  the  l ibrary for  a  day of
reading and learning .

DIY  Art  Pro jects :  Engage in  creat ive
act iv it ies  l ike  making chalk  art ,
learning  to  crochet ,  or  creat ing  your
own scavenger  hunt .

Learn a  new dance or  sk i l l :  Encourage
your  ch i ldren to  explore  the ir
interests  and learn a  new dance or
sk i l l .



Fun Summer Activities

Other  Ideas :
Splash Pads :  Vis i t  a  local  splash pad
for  a  fun and refreshing  way to  cool
off.

Backyard Water  Sl ide :  Create  a  D IY
water  s l ide  with  a  tarp,  d ish  soap,  and
a hose .

Ice  Cream Soc ial :  Host  an  ice  cream
social  with  var ious  toppings  and
flavors .

Water  Bal loon Fight :  Organize  a  water
bal loon f ight  for  a  fun and refreshing
way to  beat  the  heat .

Host  a  Backyard Olympics :  Set  up  a
backyard Olympics  with  var ious  games
and act iv it ies .

Set  up  a  Lemonade Stand:  Teach k ids
about  bus iness  and entrepreneurship
with  a  lemonade stand.



Spotlights
New Advocates

May 2025

Chanel Charles Kel l ie

TiffanyStephanneJust ine


