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Words from the
Director

As summer ends, I extend my

warmest wishes to the Fort Johnson,

Beauregard Parish and Vernon Parish

communities for an exciting new

school year. This time brings fresh

starts and new opportunities for

learning and growth. Our children

will have the opportunity to develop

and continue friendships that can last

a lifetime. 

I admire the dedication of families

and educators. Your efforts will

create a nurturing and stimulating

environment for our children. This

year creates another great

opportunity for the growth and

education of our children. Our

community has a history of producing

incredible community members,

community leaders and strong

families.

 

Students embrace this academic year

with enthusiasm and an open mind.

Your hard work and dedication will

pave the way for a bright future.

Parents and guardians, thank you

for your unwavering support. Your

involvement is crucial to your

children’s success. Stay engaged and

support your children as they

navigate this journey.

Educators and staff, your passion

and dedication form the foundation

of our school community. We are

grateful for your commitment to our

students' growth and well-being.

CASA Volunteers, Board Members

and staff, you all are essential to

the strength of our community. You

play an important role as you

advocate for children that are

assigned to CASA of West CenLA. 

Let us work together to create a

positive, respectful, and

collaborative atmosphere. Here’s to

a fantastic start to the school year

filled with hope, learning, and

success.
~Tommy
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CASA Information Gathering Checklist

Part 2

 

Child’s daily functioning
  

Behavior: problems and strengths 

Details of children’s services and any

barriers to participation  

Contacts made by parent through

letters, phone calls, etc.  

Child’s adjustment to separation and

loss  Activities, extracurriculars  

Child’s sleeping habits  

Child’s eating habits  

How does the child behave around

pets?  

Child’s interactions with other

household members  

Child’s school performance and

attitude toward school

Adjustments in school  

Does the caregiver report any

concerns or outstanding needs?

Do caregivers work? Is after

school care required? What are

the details? Daycare?  

Caregiver’s views on

permanency (at the

appropriate time later in the

case)  

Interaction with Caregiver:

Get specific information from foster parent about the child’s

daily life and about the child’s behavior related to: 



Medical records & resources 

Does caregiver have a current medical card for

the child? 

Is the caregiver in touch with any medical

specialists?

Does the caregiver have a copy of the child’s

current medical records? 

Has the caregiver identified a “medical home”

for the child (a consistent primary care provider

who sees and knows the child over time)? 

Medication 

Details of meds and dosing.

Next psychiatrist appointment

Health Status

Physical health: immunizations, well visit status,

DCFS required medical exams, medical issues 

Dental 

Hearing, vision  



Interaction with caseworker or other

professionals providing services

Progress towards overall goal, including parents’

participation in services

Concurrent planning, if any

What services were recommended for the children

and which are they receiving?

Frequency

Progress

Concerns

Barriers to delivery of services

Who provides those services?

Visitation plan (NPs and siblings)

Compliance with visitation plan

Any recommended services as yet unmet or

unscheduled?

Part 3 September 2024 
Interaction with therapists or other mental health providers

Interactions with schools and daycares
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C A S A  O F  W E S T  C E N L A
would love to come to your
organization, club, agency,

business, etc. to present CASA to
your members or employees and
let you know what CASA is all

about.   

If you would like to have CASA
present to you please contact us:

CASA of West CenLA
337-462-4667
337-239-1970



Pre-Service Training Schedule
CLASS DATES:

September 3, 2024

September 10, 2024

September 17, 2024

September 24, 2024

October 1, 2024

TIME:

5:30pm-8:45pm

LOCATION:

Lessville CASA Office

113 S. 3rd Street

337-462-4667

420 McMahon Street
DeRidder, LA 70634

For more information 
please contact:

CASA of West CenLA

113 S. 3rd Street1
Leesville, LA 71446
337-239-1970



Educational Advocacy

When children come into foster care they loseabout 3 months worth of education for eachfoster home move they make. They have toget used to a new family, new school, andnew friends. A CASA (Court Appointed SpecialAdvocate) volunteer role is crucial insupporting children, especially when it comesto their education. Children withIndividualized Education Plans (IEPs) or 504plans require special attention to ensure theyreceive the necessary accommodations andservices in school. Tutoring can be a valuableresource for these children, providing themwith the extra help they need to succeedacademically. Advocating for theireducational rights involves working closelywith school staff, attending meetings, andensuring that the child's needs are being metaccording to their IEP or 504 plan. Thededication of an advocate can make asignificant difference in the educationaloutcomes for these children, helping them toachieve their full potential.
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