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CASA of West CenLA is made up of
community members from Vernon Parish,
Beauregard Parish and Fort Polk. The
members of our organization are a very
diverse group from all walks of life and career
fields. One thing is truly certain we all have a
common goal. We all desire to see that the
children in our community are safe, nutured,
thriving and have the opportunity to enjoy
their childhood. Over the past 18 years CASA
of West CenLA has advocated for the best
interest of children in our foster care program.
The children we serve have been placed in
difficult situations due to no fault of their own.
This work has been and continues to be
performed by numerous community volunteers
advocating for our children.

During 2020, we have all navigated challenges
that made it difficult to complete this important
work. Our agency volunteers, board members,
staff and our awesome community continue to
meet and overcome each and every challenge.
Our 45 volunteers advocated for 75 children
throughout this calendar year. In doing so the
volunteers had 596 contacts with the childten,
accumulated 757.5 hours, drove an excess of
9662 miles, authored 45 court reports and
attended 46 hearings. The efforts of the
volunteers contributed immensely to the
reunification of five children with their families
and the adoption of 22 children.

In order to advocate for the children our volunteers
had to adapt, improvise and overcome
communication challenges by learning to use
Facetime and Zoom applications. They had to
attend court hearings via Skype and attend some
cases via Zoom. Volunteers met their children and
the foster families in the park or in other open
spaces in order to conduct their monthly visits. The
CASA Community Engagement Coordinator/Trainer
had to rely heavily on social media and the use of
the internet to recruit potential volunteers. Our
trainer had to complete a pre-service training class
virtually that started off as in person class. Several
of the volunteers who completed the training were
eventually sworn in by the Judges via Zoom.

Yes, this has been an interesting period for us all.
We look forward to the coming days and the
opportunity to continue to be a part of the solution.
We are so grateful to the community at large for
their support and trust. We thank our advocates for
their time, energy and passion as they advocate for
a safe, permanent and loving home for the children
assigned to CASA of West CenLA. Their investment
in our children increases the possibility for each
child to reach and exceed their potential in life.

It is truly a privilege and honor to be a member of
the CASA team and a part of this great community.
Please do not hesistate to contact the CASA Board
or CASA Staff to get more information about the
program.
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Vickie Perkins Tommy Edwards

Board President Executive Director



CASA volunteers make sure the needs of Beauregard and Vernon foster youth aren’t slipping
through the cracks. That job was never more universally needed than during the COVID-19
pandemic. Our mission is to mobilize trained volunteers to advocate for the needs of abused
and neglected children appointed by the courts.
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PRE-SERVICE
TRAININGS

CASA of West CenLA hosts four
volunteer training classes each
year: January, March, May and
September. These classes are
normally in-person but had to be

completed virtually this year.
Several of the volunteers who
completed the training were
eventually sworn in by the Judges
via Zoom.

CAP MONTH

Every April, CASA of West CenLA
participates in raising awareness
for  National  Child  Abuse
Prevention Month. This year we
were unable to physically plant
pinwheels. The mayors of
Leesville, Anacoco, Rosepine,
New Llano and DeRidder signed a
proclamation recognizing April as
National Child Abuse Prevention
Month.

BIRTHDAY BASH

CASA of West CenLA
celebrated its 18th birthday
with a virtual campaign with
businesses and individuals in
the community. CASA of
West CenLA was featured in
a two page spread in the
local paper.

P Bl ¥ | O SN BN - M B W - T
B Lol | 1127 Gnl Bred e Lol LUTRE = RV E TR
Fhrsay  Pedap BEE arn BEE pm

CHRISTMAS
PROJECT

Every year, CASA of West CenLA
hosts CASA Christmas Project. The
Christmas Project provides gifts for
foster children in Vernon and
Beauregard Parishes. Our CASA
advocates and DCFS workers collect
children's wish lists then bring them
to our office. Members of the
community sponsor these wish lists
and provide for the children wishes.
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FINANCIAL STATEMENT

In-Kind: 26.0%

Revenue: $421,239
Fundraising: 0.2%
Grants: 73.8%
Genera I and Adminstrative: 18.2%
Expenses: $388,940

Program Services: 81.8%



WE ARE GRATEFUL ceterosi maxe our work possiate.
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